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Synopsis

This article describes the reactions of family members and friends when they learn that individuals
they know and sometimes love have been accused of child sexual abuse. Shock and disbelief are
typical reactions. Some people eventually accept the evidence that respected persons sexually
abused children, but some do not and behave in punitive ways toward children. Some abusers get
away with it for decades because of refusals to believe children. Disbelief must be replaced with

actions to stop perpetrators and to believe children.
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